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Studeo, bullatis ut mibi nugis 
Pagina turgefcat, dare pondus idonea fumo. _—_ PERs, 


$2 QUASSOUW, the fon of Kavussomo, was 
ame Konquer or Chief Captain over the Sixteen 
Som Nations of Caffraria. He was defcended 
ip from Nob and Hingn’ob, who dropt from 
Pome the Moon ; and his power extended over all 
the Kraals of the Hottentots. 


Tus Prince was remarkable for his prowefs and activity : 
his {peed was like the torrent that rufhes down the preci- 
pice, and he would overtake the Wild Afs in her flight : 
his Arrows brought down the Eagle from the clouds, the 
Lion fell before him, and his Launce drank the blood of the 
Rhinoceros. He fathomed the waters of the deep, and 
buffeted the billows in the tempeft: he drew the Rock- 
Fith from their lurking-holes, and rifled the beds of Coral. 
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Trained from his infancy in the exercife of war, to wield 
the Haffagaye with dexterity, and break the Wild Bulls to 
battle, he was a ftranger to the foft dalliance of love; and 
beheld with indifference the thicklipped damfels of Gongeman, 
and the flatnofed beauties of Hauteniqua. 


AsTaquassouw was one day giving inftructions for f{pread- 
ing toils for the Elk, and digging pitfalls for the Elephant, 
he received information, that a Tyger prowling for prey was 
committing ravages on the Kraals of the Chamtouers, Heé 
fnatched up his Bow of Olive-wood, and bounded, like the 
Roe-Buck. on the mountains, ‘to their affiftance. He ar- 
rived juft at the inftant, when the enraged animal was about 
to faften on a Virgin, and aiming a poifoned arrow at his 
heart laid him dead at her feet. The Virgin threw herfelf 
on the ground, and covered her head with duft, to thank her 
deliverer ; but when fhe rofe, the Prince was dazzled with 
her charms. He was ftruck with the glofly hue of her com- 
plexion, which fhone like the jetty down of the Black Hog 
of Heffaqua: he was ravifhed with the preft griftle of her 
nofe; and his eyes dwelt with admiration on the flaccid 
beauties of her breafts, which defcended to her navel, 


KnonMQualna, (for that was the Virgin’s name,) was 
daughter to the Kouguequa or Leader of the Kraal; who 
bred her up with’ all the delicacy of her fex. She was fed 
with the entrails of Goats, fhe fucked the eges of the Oftrich, 
and her drink was the milk of Ewes. - After gazing. for 
forme time upon her charins, the Prince in great tranfport 
embraced the foles of her feet : then ripping up the beaft he 
had juft killed, took out the Caul, and hung it about .her 
neck, in token of his affection, . He afterwards ftripped the 
Tyger of his fkin, and fending it to the Kouguegua her father 
demanded the damfel in marriage. 


Tue eve of the full moon was appointed for the celebra- 
tion of the nuptials of TquAssouw and Knonmquama, 
When the day arrived, the magnificence in which the 
Bridegroom was arrayed amazed all Caffraria. Over his 
fhoulders 
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fhoulders was caft a Kroffe or Mantle of Wild Cat-fkins: he 
cut Sandals for his feet from the raw hide ofan Elephant ; 
he hunted down a Leopard, and of the {potted fur formed 
a fuperb Cap for his head; he girded his loins with the 
Inteftines, and the Bladder of the beaft he blew up and 
faftened to his hair. 


Nor was Knonmqualna lefs employed in adorning her 
perfon. She made a varnith of the fat of Goats mixed with 
foot, with which fhe anointed her whole body as fhe ftood 
beneath the rays of the fun: her locks were clotted with 
melted greafe, and powdered with the yellow duft of Buchu: 
her face, which fhone like the polifhed Ebony, was beauti- 
fully varied with fpots of Red Earth, and appeared like the 
fable curtain of the night befpangled with ftars: the fprinkted 
her limbs with wood-afhes, and perfumed them with the 
dung of the Stinkbingfem. Her arms and legs were entwined 
with the fhining entrails of a Heifer: from her neck there 
hung a pouch compofed of the ftomach of a Kid: the wings 
of an Oftrich overfhadowed the flefhy promontories behind; 
and before fhe wore an apron formed of the fhaggy ears 
of a Lion. 


Tux Chiefs of the feveral Kraals, who were fummoned 
to affift at their nuptials, formed a circle on the ground, 
fitting upon their heels, and bowed their heads between their 
knees in token of reverence, In the centre the illuftrious 
Prince with his fable Bride repofed upon foft cushions of 
Cow-dung. Then the Surri or Chief Prieft approached 
them, and in a deep voice chaunted the nuptial rites to 
the melodious grumbling of the Gom-Gom ; and at the fame 
time (according to the manner of Caffraria) bedewed. them 
plentifully with the urinary benediction. The Bride and 
Bridegroom rubbed in the precious ftream with extafy; 
while the briny drops trickled from their bodies, like the 
oozy furge from the Rocks of Chirigrigua. 


Tue Hottentots had feen the increafe and wane of two 
moons fince the happy union of Teuassouw and KNonm- 
QUAIHA, 
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quarua, when the Kraals were furprifed with the appear- 
ance ofa moft extraordinary perfonage, that came from the 
favage people who rofe from the fea, and had lately fixed 
themfelves on the borders of Caffraria. His body was en- 
wrapped with ftrange coverings, which concealed every part 
from fight except his face and hands. Upon his fkin the 
fun darted his fcorching rays in vain, and the colour of it 
was pale and wan as the watry beams of the moon. His 
hair, which he could put on and take off at pleafure, was 
white as the bloffoms of the Almond Tree, and bufhy as 
the fleece of the Ram. His lips and cheeks refembled the 
Red Oker, and his nofe was fharpened like the beak of an 
Eagle. His language, which was rough and inarticulate, 
was as the language of beafts; nor could Tquassouw dif- 
cover his meaning, till a Hottentot (who at the firft coming 
of thefe people had been taken prifoner, and had afterwards 
made his efcape) interpreted between them. This interpre- 
ter informed the Prince, that the ftranger was fent from his 
fellow countrymen to treat about the enlargement of their 
territories, and that he was called among them Mynuger 
Van SNICKERSNEE. 





Tauassouw, who was temarkable for his humanity, 
treated the favage with extraordinary benevolence. He 
{pread a mantle of Sheep-fkins anointed with fat for his bed, 
and for his food he boiled in their own blood the tripes of the 
fatteft herds, that grazed in the rich paftures of the Heykoms. 
The ftranger in return inftructed the Prince in the manners 
of the favages, and often amufed him with fending fire from 
a hollow engine, which rent the air with thunder. Nor 
was he lefs ftudious to pleafe the gentle KNonMQUAIHA. 
He bound bracelets of polifhed metal about her arms, 
and encircled her neck with beads of glafs: he filled the 
Cocoa-fhell with a delicious liquor, and gave it her to drink, 
which exhilarated her heart, and made her eyes fparkle 
with joy: he alfo taught her to kindle fire through a tube 
of clay with the dried leaves of Dacha, and to fend forth 


rolls of odorous fmoke from her mouth, After having 
. fojourne | 
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fojourned in the Kraals for the fpace of halfa moon, the 
ftranger was difmiffed with magnificent prefents of the teeth 
of Elephants ; and a grant was made to his countrymen of 
the fertile meadows of Kochogua, and the forefts of Strnk- 
qwood bounded by the Palamite River. 

Taquassouw and KnonMQualIuA continued to live to- 
gether in the moft cordial affection; and the Surris every 
night invoked the great Gounja Ticguoa, who illuminates the 
Moon, that he would give an heir to the race of N’ob and 
Hingn’ob, The Princefs at length manifefted the happy 
tokens of pregnancy ; her waift encreafed daily in circum- 
ference, and {welled like the Gourd: When the time 
of her delivery approached, fhe was committed to the care 
of the Wife Women, who placed her on a couch of the 
reeking entrails of a Cow newly flain, and to facilitate the 
birth gave her a potion of the milk of Wild Affes, and 
fomented her loins with the warm dung of Elephants. When 
the throes of child-birth came on, a terrible hurricane 
howled along the coaft, the air bellowed with thunder, and 
the face of the Moon was obfcured as with a veil. The Kraal 
echoed with fhrieks and lamentations, and the Wife Women 
cried out, that the Princefs was delivered of a MonsTErR. 


Tue produad of her womb was wHiTe. They took 
the child; and wafhed him with the juice of Aloes :—they 
expofed his limbs to the fun, anointed them with the fat, 
and rubbed them with the excrement of Black Bulls :—but 
his fkin ftill retained it’s detefted hue, and the child was ftill 
wHITE. The venerable Surris were aflembled to deliberate 
on the caufe of this prodigy; and they unanimoufly pro- 
nounced, that it was owing to the evil machinations of 
the Demon Cham-ouna, who had practifed on the virtue 
of the Princefs under the appearance of MynureER VAN 
SNICKERSNEE, 

Tue inceftuous parent with her unnatural offspring were 
judged unworthy to live. They bowed a branch of an Olive 
Tree in the Foreft of Lions, on which the white monfter 
was fufpended by the heels ; and ravenous beafts feafted on 
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the iffue of Knonmevamma. The Princefs herfelf was 
fentenced to the fevere punifhment allotted ‘to the heinous 
crime of Adultery. The Kougueguas, who fcarce twelve 
moons before had met to celebrate her nuptials, were now 
fummoned to affift at her unhappy death. They were 
collected in a circle, each of them wielding a huge club 
of Cripplewood. The beauteous criminal ftood weeping in 
the midft of them, prepared to receive the firft blow from 
the hand of her injured Hufband. TQuassovuw in vain 
aflayed to perform the fad office: thrice he uplifted his 
ponderous mace of iron, and thrice dropt it ineffectual on 
the ground. At length from his reluctant arm defcended 
the fell ftroke, which lighted on that nofe, whofe flatnefs and 
expanfion at firft captivated his heart. The Kouguequas then 
rufhing in, with their clubs redoubled their blows on her 
body, ’till the pounded Knonmquaina lay as an heap of 
mud, which the retiring flood leaves on the ftrand. 

Her battered limbs, now without form and diftinétion, 
were enclofed in the paunch of a Rhinoceros, which was 
faftened to the point of a bearded arrow, and fhot into the 
Ocean. ‘Taquassouw remained inconfolable for her lofs: 
he frequently climbed the lofty Cliffs of Chirigriqua, and caft 
his eyes on the watry expanfe. One night, as he ftood 
howling with the Wolves to the Moon, he defcried the 
paunch that contained the precious relicks of KNoNMQUAIHA, 
dancing on a wave, and floating towards him, Thrice he 
cried out with a lamentable voice, Bo, Bo, Bo: then {pring- 
ing from the cliff, he darted like the Eagle foufing on his 
prey. The paunch burft in funder beneath his weight ; 
the green wave was difcoloured with the gore; and Tqu:as- 
souw was inveloped in the mafs. He was heard of no more ; 
and it was believed, that he was f{natched up into the Moon. 

THEIR unhappy fate is recorded among the Nations of 
the Hottentots to this day; and their Marriage-rites have ever 
fince concluded with a with, ‘‘ That the Hufband may be 
« happier than Tquassouw, and the Wife more chafte than 
“« KNONMQUAIHA,” 


WwW 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Rof in Pater-nofter Row; where 
Letters to the CONNOISSEUR are received. 





; 








